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have the honor of representing in east-
ern Connecticut.

Now, some may ask why was
Bloomberg looking at the population of
45- to b4-year-olds? Well, the Ryan
Medicare plan radically alters the
Medicare program, starting in 2022, for
people who today are 54 years old or
younger. Starting with that age group,
Medicare will no longer be a guaran-
teed benefit, but instead will be a
voucher plan where Americans will be
given an $8,000 payment and told, Good
luck. Go out and buy insurance.

The Congressional Budget Office has
already analyzed what that means to
someone aged 54 today in terms of out-
of-pocket costs. In fact, it would double
the out-of-pocket costs for those 54 and
below, in year one, who enroll in the
Medicare program. Over time, we have
an analysis which shows what the true
out-of-pocket costs would be for 55-
year-olds with a normal American life
expectancy. It would raise their out-of-
pocket costs—these are additional
costs—by $182,000.

So for anybody who is out there
today who is in that age group, you’d
better start saving up because you’re
going to need a lot more retirement as-
sets just to keep level with what an
American who turns 65 today gets
under the Medicare program.

We have heard a lot from just, again,
one of the speakers a few minutes be-
fore, who was just making comments
about Medicare’s going broke and that
people 65 and up are going to be pro-
tected in terms of their Medicare.
Wrong. The Ryan Republican plan
would immediately cancel new benefits
for seniors today, that they have start-
ed to enjoy, starting in January: an-
nual checkups, cancer screenings,
smoking cessation.

I had a town hall back in Norwich,
Connecticut, just a couple of days ago
where I had a young primary care doc-
tor who was talking about the fact that
the new annual check-up has allowed
her that extra time to spend with pa-
tients, and she has detected three can-
cers because of the fact that she now
has the tools to do her job smartly and
efficiently.

The Ryan Republican plan would
cancel that annual check-up coverage,
which the Affordable Care Act kicked
in in January, along with cancer
screenings and along with smoking ces-
sation—all smart, preventative,
wellness-oriented care which will save
the Medicare program money, again,
for people 55 and younger. This chart
shows how the out-of-pocket costs
grow exponentially.

I see some young folks up in the au-
dience there. If you’re 15 years old,
your out-of-pocket costs are going to
be $711,000 higher than a 65-year-old’s
today who is entering the Medicare
program.

What this Ryan plan really amounts
to is just simply a cost shift to pa-
tients and families. It does nothing to
make a more efficient health care sys-
tem, and that is not a solution to the
problem.
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We also heard that Medicare is going
broke, that it is going to be bankrupt
in 2024. If you read the trustees’ report,
you will see, in fact, that it is a totally
misleading comment. What the trust-
ees reported was that there are suffi-
cient funds in the program to cover 90
percent of the costs of Medicare and,
starting in 2024, for at least another
decade and a half. Now, that shortfall
is a problem. We should not have a 10
percent shortfall starting in 2024, but
that is a manageable problem. We can
make smart, intelligent changes to the
Medicare program just like we have
done going back to 1965 when it was
first enacted.

Again, we have had, in fact, solvency
reports and warnings from the trustees
that were much more dire in the ’70s,
in the ’80s, in the ’90s than the report
that we saw 3 weeks ago. There is no
reason to scare people and panic people
into butchering the Medicare’s guaran-
teed benefit in the name of fiscal sol-
vency for the Medicare program. We
can make smart choices. We can make
smart changes, but shifting the costs
to people 55 and younger is not a solu-
tion to the Medicare program. It ends
Medicare.

Now, within families with some who
are over 55 and some who are under 55,
this will create two-tiered coverage. I
can report to you of the Courtney Fam-
ily. I’'m 58 years old, so purportedly, I
would get the old-fashioned benefit
under the Ryan plan, but my wife, Au-
drey, who is a nurse practitioner—she
is b1—will get the loser benefit. She is
going to have to start dishing out close
to $200,000 in additional costs for her
retirement under this plan.

So you’ve got two-tiered coverage
even within families under the proposal
that we have with the Ryan plan. We
can do better as a great Nation to
guarantee coverage—with a reasonable
package that is smart and efficient to
solve the Medicare program. We don’t
need the Ryan plan, which will shift
costs to patients and families in an un-
fair fashion.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers should not refer to occupants of
the gallery.

———
STOP MILITARY RAPE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to once again draw our attention
to the epidemic of rape and sexual as-
sault in the military.

But, first, I want to mention the dis-
turbing Government Accountability
Office report released last week which
showed that patients and staff have
been raped and sexually assaulted in
the VA. There were 284 reports of sex-
ual assault which occurred between
January 2007 and July 2010. There were
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67 classified as rape, 185 as inappro-
priate touching, 13 as forced oral sex,
eight as forceful medical examinations,
and 11 as ‘“‘other.”

While this is not as widespread as
rape and sexual assault in the military,
it is yet another example where gov-
ernment has lacked in protecting the
men and women in uniform who serve
our Nation. One assault is one too
many. VA facilities should be a place
for aid and comfort, not for abuse.

The House Veterans Affairs” Com-
mittee held a hearing on this issue just
Monday. Congress must make it a pri-
ority to hold the VA accountable and
ensure that this does not happen again.
As I said during my last speech on this
issue, I have set up an email account so
survivors of rape and sexual assault in
the military can tell their stories. The
address is: stopmilitaryrape@
mail.house.gov.

Today, I want to share the story of
Private Jessica Kenyon. Mr. Speaker, 1
must warn my colleagues that some of
the language is raw. Private Kenyon
served in the Army from August 2005
until August 2006. Her allegation is as
follows:

During training at Fort Eustis, Pri-
vate Kenyon’s teaching sergeant began
to harass her. He constantly touched
her, and made sexual jokes and com-
ments to her. She did not believe it
would be effective to report the teach-
ing sergeant, because her unit com-
mander was openly misogynistic. He
was known to say, ‘“This unit never
had any problems until females came
into it.”

In December 2005, while Private
Kenyon was home for the holidays, she
was raped by a member of the Army
National Guard. At that point, she re-
ported both the sexual harassment by
the drill instructor and the rape to an
Army sexual assault response coordi-
nator. The Army official advised her to
put the rape ‘‘on the back burner’” and
focus on the sexual harassment. Pri-
vate Kenyon then discussed the rape
with Command, who advised that it
would be used against her in pro-
motional reviews if she chose to pursue
prosecution.

After she reported the harassment
and rape, she was ostracized and retali-
ated against by her fellow soldiers.
This retaliation followed her to her
next assignment at Camp Humphreys
in Korea. When she arrived, the ser-
geant advised that he had received
calls warning him about her. He then
made a unit-wide announcement, cau-
tioning everyone that they ‘‘should be
careful who you talk to because they
might report you.” The sergeant and
others engaged in the ongoing sexual
harassment of Private Kenyon.

In the spring of 2006, one soldier—a
specialist and squad leader—sexually
assaulted Private Kenyon. He put his
hand under her shirt and on her
breasts, and tried to make her touch
his penis. She fought him off.

Private Kenyon reported the assault
to Command. The assailant denied the
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sexual assault, and failed a lie detector
test as a result. He then recanted his
testimony and admitted to the harass-
ment. He was charged with ‘“‘lying on a
sworn statement,” and was given only
a nonjudicial punishment. He was de-
moted two ranks, but remained on ac-
tive duty. The assailant got to keep his
job. Private Kenyon got Post-Trau-
matic Stress Disorder.

For 16 years, Congress has been talk-
ing about this issue, and there have
been 18 hearings and reports. Yet the
Department of Defense still testifies
that there are 19,000 rapes that occur in
the military every year, and we have
done nothing about it.

I urge survivors to tell their stories

by writing to stopmilitaryrape@
mail.house.gov.
———
0O 1120

WORKING TOGETHER TO GROW
OUR ECONOMY AND CREATE JOBS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. The recent re-
lease of the May unemployment rate at
9.1 percent was a harsh reminder that a
jobless recovery is not a recovery at
all. I believe that in order for our econ-
omy to grow and small businesses to
create jobs, the first step must be to
restore fiscal order to the Federal Gov-
ernment. This year, our government is
borrowing 42 cents of every dollar that
it spends. In addition to burdening our
children and grandchildren with an
enormous debt, such reckless spending
crowds out private investment and
competes with small business for ac-
cess to capital. While reducing our def-
icit spending is an important first step
to economic recovery, we can and we
must do more.

Since taking office, President Obama
has dramatically increased the regu-
latory burden on small businesses. In
2010 alone, the administration has
handed down 43 major new regula-
tions—the highest single-year increase
on record. The President has also used
the regulatory process to block devel-
opment of vast domestic energy
sources. This has led to costly burdens
that prevent small business growth as
well as higher prices at the pump.

While regulations can help protect
our environment, they should be based
on common sense and not stifle
growth. Recently, I helped a small
manufacturer cut through months of
costly Federal red tape that delayed
expansion and hiring at his facility in
Bucks County, Pennsylvania. We must
work to make sure that unnecessary
and duplicative regulations do not
stand in the way of job creation in our
region and across our great Nation.

Finally, we must proactively encour-
age private sector job creation. I have
been working, Mr. Speaker, on two
pieces of legislation in this area. The
Hire Just One Act would provide a one-
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time tax credit to small businesses
that hire a full-time permanent em-
ployee this year. I have also introduced
the Fairness to Veterans Act, which
would extend Federal contracting pref-
erences to veteran-owned small busi-
nesses. This bill is designed to honor
the service of our Nation’s men and
women in uniform as well as address
the staggering 21 percent unemploy-
ment rate among veterans returning
from Iraq and Afghanistan.

I'm committed to working to fix our
economy and making sure that the
Federal Government is a partner in job
creation, not an obstacle to it. To-
gether, we can grow our economy and
create private sector jobs and oppor-
tunity.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 23
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Phil Hoskins, Higher
Ground Baptist Church, Kingsport,
Tennessee, offered the following pray-
er:

Heavenly Father, we thank You for
the gifts of life and freedom. Thank
You for the blessing of citizenship in
the United States of America.

Today, I pray for our President and
Members of the House and Senate.
Lord, grant wisdom to our governing
officials as they lead us during these
challenging times throughout the
world. Many have forgotten You and
many also have forsaken You, but
today we turn to You and acknowledge
that You and You alone are the source
of our strength and security.

Have mercy upon us, I pray. Now I
claim the promise in Your word, as
written in the second book of Chron-
icles, chapter 7, verse 14: “‘If My people
who are called by My name will humble
themselves and pray and seek My face
and turn from their wicked ways, then
I will hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and will heal their land.”

In Jesus’ name, amen.

————————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. PHIL
HOSKINS

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
ROE) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
today our guest chaplain is Dr. Phil
Hoskins, a native east Tennesseean.

Dr. Hoskins attended East Tennessee
State University, Milligan College, and
Andersonville Baptist Seminary, where
he earned his Doctor of Theology de-
gree. For 12 years, Dr. Hoskins served
as a full-time Southern Baptist evan-
gelist and has conducted over 400 reviv-
als and crusades in 28 States and Can-

ada.
Dr. Hoskins is now the pastor of
Higher Ground Baptist Church in

Kingsport, Tennessee. Since accepting
the pastorate of Higher Ground in 1991,
he has helped his congregation grow
from under 200 to well over 3,000 mem-
bers.

Dr. Hoskins is here today with his
wife, Brenda, and his two beautiful
daughters, McKenzie Paige and Madi-
son Jade.

It is a great honor to introduce Dr.
Hoskins, whose dedication and commit-
ment to serving God and his fellow
man is unwavering.

I would like to yield to my friend
from North Carolina, HEATH SHULER.

Mr. SHULER. I thank the gentleman
from Tennessee.

It is, indeed, an honor that you have
asked one of my dear friends, Phil Hos-
kins, to be able to come and preside
over the House this morning and lead
us in prayer, a gentleman who baptized
my wife, who administered the cere-
mony that married my brother and his
wife.

So, Phil has meant absolutely every-
thing to me and my family, and I love
him unconditionally. He has been a
man of great character, someone I can
lean on, and I am jealous that you have
him in your district.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BAss of New Hampshire). The Chair
will entertain up to 15 further requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————

IRAQ WAR COSTS—WHO SHOULD
PAY?
(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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